
456

Medical Diarry of the Week.
Monday, April 1.

RoYALLoNDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.-Operations,10&frac12; A.M.
ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
ST. MARK’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 p.M.
METROPOLITAN FREE HOSPITAL -Operations, 2 p.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-2 P.M. General Monthly Meeting.

Tuesday, April 2.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.-Operations, 1O&frac12; A.M.
ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
GUY’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; p.M.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 p.M.
NATIONAL ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
RoYAL FREE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
WEST LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 3 P.M.
PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-8 P.M. The following Specimens will

be exhibited :-Malformation of the Heart; Aneurism of the Sinuses of
Valsalva; Clubbed Fingers; Stricture of the (Esophagus; Abscess of the
Liver, with Ulceration of the Colon ; Tumour weighing 4 lb. removed
from Parotid Region; Abscesses in the Heart-wall of a Child four years
of age; A new form of Intestinal Obstruction; Two Cases of Colloid
Cancer of the Breast; Effusion into the Corpus Striatum and Gangrene
of the Lower Extremities from Obstruction of the Aorta by a Clot;
Carcinoma of the Descending Colon causing Fatal Obstruction; &c. &c.

Wednesday, April 3.

ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.-Operations, 10 A.M.
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.-Ophthalmic Operations, 1&frac14; P.M.
ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, H P.M.
ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 1/2 P.M.
ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITA.L.-Operations, 1 1/2 P.M.
KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M
GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 p.M.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
SAMARITAN FREE HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.-Operations, 2 P.M.
CANCER HOSPITAL.-Operations, 3 P.M.
OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. - 8 P.M. Dr. Newman, " On a Case of

Delivery per Vias Naturales, in which the CaMarean Section had for-
merly been performed." - Dr. Barnes, "On Dysmenorrhoea, illustrated
by Retention of Menstrual Fluid: ’-And other papers.

ROYAL MICROSCOPICAL SOCIETY.-8 P.M.

Thursday, April 4.
ROTAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.-Operations,10&frac12; e.bl,
ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 p.M.
ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL ORTHOP1EDIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 p.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations. 2 P.M.
HARVEIAN SOCIETY OF LONDON. - 8 P.M. Mr. Victor de Merie, " On Dis

charges from the Male Urethra."

Friday, April 5.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.- Operations,10&frac12; A.M.
ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
ROYAL SOUTH LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.

Saturday, April 6.
HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, Soho-square.-Operations, 9&frac12; A.M.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.-Operations, 10&frac12; A.M
ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITlL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1% P.M.
KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
CHnaraG-caoss HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.

Notes, Short Comments, and Answers to

Correspondents.
CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC SEWERS.

As a rule we would not recommend medical officers of health to interfere
with the structural arrangements of the public sewers; for these the

surveyor or engineer ought to be held responsible. A rapid fall is not by
any means the most essential matter, as many well constructed sewers
have no greater fall than three feet in a mile, and are, nevertheless, per-
fectly self-cleansing. The more rapid the gradient of a public sewer, the
greater is the danger of the escape of sewer gas into houses, and the
liability is greatest at the upper end. The points to which medical atten-
tion should be directed will be stated in the next article on the duties of
medical officers of health.

Dr. Hodges shall be supplied with a copy of the Report on the London
Dispensaries, and we would strongly recommend that the Free DispensarieE
of Liverpool should be converted into Provident Dispensaries.

MORISONIAN LECTURES ON INSANITY.

DR. MITCHELL, pursuing his comments on idiocy, pointed out that when
injuries by fire had induced permanent brain disorder, the patient was
often mischievous and dangerous, his state being a compound of fatuity
and chronic mania. Idiocy consequent on small-pox often exhibited the
same symptoms. Remarking on the risks to which overworked and un.
derfed women during lactation were exposed, he looked upon it as a pro-
vidential law that the bearing and rearing of children occupied so much
of a married woman’s time that she could do no other than home work,
except to her own injury and that of her offspring. Purely intellectual
exercise in excess is more detrimental to children than purely emotional
exercise in excess ; but the reverse holds true in the case of adults. In
children as well as in grown-up persons disorder of the moral faculty pre-
cedes intellectual disorder (as a rule), and over-teaching of pupils is first
seen in a change of character. Prolific causes of idiocy are scarlatina,
whooping-cough, and measles-diseases to which 30 per cent. of all the
idiots and imbeciles in this country are due. Emigration did much to
concentrate idiocy by its steady withdrawal from a community of the
sound in mind and body-growing cities being to rural districts, in
this respect, very much what the colonies are to the mother land.

Emigration can distribute, as well as concentrate, idiocy-a fact which
Dr. Mitchell proved by reference to the statistics of America.

A. B.-Although the examination embraces medicine, the qualification
mentioned is a purely surgical one.

MEDICINE A.S A. PROFESSION.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-The reasons for a falling-off in the number of new entries into the

profession, mentioned in your journal of March 16th, cannot surely be far to
seek. Time was when a youth commencing life had to choose between
wealth and honour, as represented respectively by trade and profession,
Now, as you say, more respect is paid to trade, and, I may add, less to pro-
fessions, while wealth still follows the former, and greater comparative
poverty the latter; for while the value of money has been deteriorating,
medical charges at least have not been raised, and in many localities lowered.
A medical man is treated socially with very little more consideration than a
business man, and officially with far less. Public bodies habitually ill-treat
them, from the meanest Board of Guardians up to Government itself, the
latest instances of whose contempt for the claims of medicine you have
pointed out in their neglect of Dr. Lowe, and the coolness with which Mr.
Stansfeld’s Public Health Bill recognises the right of every one but the
doctors to extra payment for the extra work which the Bill proposes to
thrust upon them. I doubt whether any public body would dream of so
treating any other class of men. Not that this is to be wondered at when
the profession values its own labours so poorly that leading local practi-
tioners may be found attending clubs at half-a-crown a head ! Add to all
this the personal discomfort and self-denial of a doctor’s life, not the least
of which is the notorious jealousy which consumes us and makes us con-
temptible in the eyes of outsiders, and it is hardly a marvel that a young
man should choose any way of earning a living but medicine. When medical
men of standing can deliberately plan to injure a professional brother, and
do not think it inconsistent with their private or professional honour to
stoop to slander to fulfil their design-when the columns of the medical
journals week after week are loaded with complaints from medical men of
the misconduct of their brethren, which the smallest good feelig would
have enabled the accused to avoid, or, having inadvertently fallen into,
would have prompted them at once to atone for, and the accuser to forgive,-
it becomes a matter for grave consideration whether the profession of medi-
cine has anything to offer, in return for its manifold drawbacks, that should
make it worth pursuit as a career for gentlemen.

I remain, Sir, yours, &c.,
March 20th, 1872. TENAx HONORIS.

L.S.A.-A double qualification is required for a Poor-law appointment. The
Poor-law Board has occasionally sanctioned the appointment of gentlemen
having only one qualification when there is no doubly qualified practi-
tioner residing in or near the district. A single qualification (English)
would have precedence over an American diploma.

PITTING IN SMALL-POX.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In the January number of the Dublin Journal of Medical Science

I noticed some remarks by Dr. Stokes, of that city, on the Prevention of
Pitting in Small-pox by Poulticing.
Recently the case of a gentleman convalescing from variola was given

into my charge by the late Dr. MacWilliamwhen he was sickening of typhus.
During my attendance upon this gentleman, and while he was returning to
health, he had several ulcerations about his head and face, which led us to 
talk of pitting. After I had remarked to him of my finding carbolic acid
and oil to be highly beneficial when used daily, he informed me of his hav-
ing had a porous plaster on his chest at the time of taking ill, also that
mustard poultices had been several times applied to his loins and abdomen
(to the former linseed-meal poultices had been subsequently applied), and on
neither of these places had he any eruption, save one or two spots on his
abdomen, although everywhere else over his body the eruption was most
copious. His attack must have been a particularly violent one, as was evi-
dent to myself from the innumerable small ulcerations, his entire body,
with the exceptions stated, being literally covered with cicatrices.

If on fursher trial the simple act of applying some impervious (or only
partially impervious, being porous) covering be found sufficient to remedy
not only pitting, but, if desired, the eruption on the face, it would be much
easier to provide a mask of such material, and more comfortable to the
feelings of our patients than poulticing. The ultimate utility of such prac-
tice I leave for further investigation with the profession.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
JOHN MARTIN,

Belfast, March, 1872. Physician to the Belfast Dispensary.


